112. DR. BARNARDO
The news of Dr. Barnardo's death last month has been cabled through-
out the world. Our readers must be eager to know who this Dr. Barnardo
was. We are, therefore, giving this time in these columns an account of
the worthy doctor's life.
Dr. Barnardo was regarded as the father of orphans and waifs. In his
early years the doctor felt deeply depressed whenever he happened to see
an orphan. But he had then no means of helping them. Although he was
poor, the idea occurred to him that he should undertake to bring up
orphans and thus earn his own livelihood.
As the Gujarati saying, 'giving a needle in charity after stealing an
anvil', goes, we want first to earn plenty of money and then spend it
on some good cause. The entire lives of many are spent in the process
of amassing wealth. Some others forget their original resolution when
they have earned enough, yet others, when they have amassed money,
do not know how to use it properly, waste it on all sorts of things and
feel satisfied that they have spent it well. Never having been benevolent,
they cannot use the money properly.
The intelligent Dr. Barnardo had seen all this. So he told himself:
"My heart is pure; those who trust me and give me money will also rea-
lise that I too must support myself with it. At the same time, if I under-
take to shelter and bring up orphans, I shall earn their blessings and the
people, too, will see that I have no intention of making money for my-
self." With these thoughts in his mind, the brave doctor plunged into
the work, and opened the first Home for orphan-waifs at Steveny Cause-
way in London. People at first opposed him, many saying that he had
only found a fine way of making money by deceiving the public. Dr,
Barnardo, however, was not to be discouraged. He collected money from
those who trusted him. By and by, more and more children began to
flock to his Home. Instead of becoming vagabonds, they became
studious, honest and- industrious and secured employment. All the child-
ren thus brought up served as good publicity for Dr. Barnardo's Home.
They saw that Dr. Barnardo looked after them better than their own parents
would have done. The doctor founded more such Homes, till at last he
established a colony for orphans in a wood, six miles away from London.
There he put up fine buildings, churches, etc., and the place has now become
so famous that many people visit it and feel they are on a pilgrimage; and
in course of time similar homes have been founded in many parts of the
world. Dr. Barnardo himself brought up in this way during his lifetime
55,000 homeless children. There were some wicked parents who took
unfair advantage of the facility provided by the doctor. They quietly
left their children at night in Dr. Barnardo's backyard and went away.